READING
	BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN: Visual ways to engage reluctant readers. Sara B. Kajder.  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571104014.
The reading that we value in school is becoming further and further distanced from the literacy students experience in their outside lives. Inside the classroom, we ask our students to immerse themselves in print texts and write purposefully. Once out the door, they are text-messaging, blogging, engaging in online multi-player games, and expertly integrating words, images, and music to create original texts. Sara Kajder demonstrates how we can import these textual spaces and literacies into English class to help re-connect students who don't see themselves as readers and writers.  Drawing on examples of student work, she shows how she adapts the curriculum to incorporate an expanded definition of literacy and literacy tools. Sara offers teachers guidance on how to extend their repertoire of teaching strategies and help kids connect their natural curiosity and skills as readers and writers of both print and electronic texts, while keeping reading and writing at the center of the curriculum. 

	BUILDING READING COMPREHENSION HABITS IN GRADES 6-12: A toolkit of classroom activities.  Jeff Zwiers.  (2004).  IRA.  ISBN 978-0872075399.
Help struggling readers understand content area texts with research-based, innovative classroom tools that foster lifelong reading comprehension habits. This easy-to-use activities are organized around six habits of reading comprehension:  organizing text information by main idea and summarizing, connecting to background knowledge, making inferences and predictions, generating and answering questions, understanding and remembering word meanings, monitoring one’s own comprehension.  Activities include reproducible forms and variations to help English-language learners, struggling readers, and other students who need extra support. Additional resources in the appendixes will assist you in using the activities in the classroom. 

	CREATING LITERACY-RICH SCHOOLS FOR ADOLESCENTS. Gay Ivey, Douglas Fisher.  (2006).  Association for Supervision & Curriculum Development. ISBN 978-1416603214.
Authors Gay Ivey and Douglas Fisher make a compelling case that all teachers—across the content areas—have a role to play in students’ development of literacy, which they define as reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. Rather than focusing solely on reading instruction and the cliché that says "all teachers are teachers of reading," they urge teachers to incorporate rich literacy-based learning experiences into their classrooms, with the goal of helping students to learn and think across the curriculum. With research-based findings, engaging examples, and extensive lists of resources, Ivey and Fisher encourage readers to reexamine the materials, experiences, and expectations of the English/language arts classroom; use strategies to improve literacy in all the content areas and seek alternatives to the traditional textbook; make independent reading an important part of students’ ongoing literacy development; design and use interventions that really work for struggling students; and consider the schoolwide elements—professional development, peer coaching, leadership, and assessment—that should be in place to support teachers and students.

	DEEPER READING: Comprehending challenging texts, 4–12.  Kelly Gallagher.  (2004).  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571103840.
Do your students often struggle with difficult novels and other challenging texts? Do they think one reading of a work is more than enough? Do they primarily comprehend at a surface-level, and are they frequently unwilling or unable to discover the deeper meaning found in multi-layered works? Do you feel that you are doing more work teaching the novel than they are reading it?  Building on twenty years of teaching language arts, Kelly Gallagher, author of Reading Reasons, shows how students can be taught to successfully read a broad range of challenging and difficult texts with deeper levels of comprehension. In Deeper Reading, Kelly shares effective, classroom-tested strategies and guidance on effective lesson planning that incorporates strategies for deeper reading.


	DEVELOPING ACADEMIC THINKING SKILLS IN GRADES 6-12: A handbook of multiple  intelligence activities.  Jeff Zwiers.  (2004).  IRA.  ISBN 978-0872075573.
Help students develop the academic thinking skills and language they need to understand challenging content concepts. This easy-to-use handbook of skill-based activities is organized into three sections:  foundation and background; twelve academic thinking skills (analyzing, comparing, categorizing and classifying, identifying cause and effect, problem solving, persuading, empathizing, synthesizing, interpreting, evaluating, communicating, applying); and reproducible blackline masters for activities.  Chapters present skills in order of complexity, with related activities that tap into multiple intelligences—especially valuable for those students who struggle with verbal and math/logical intelligences. 

	DIFFERENTIATION: From planning to practice, Grades 6-12.  Rick Wormeli.  (2007).  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571107084.
Rick Wormeli takes readers step-by-step from the blank page to a fully crafted differentiation lesson. Rick demonstrates how to weave common and novel differentiation strategies into all subjects and offers clear advice about what to do when things don't go as expected.  Based on nearly thirty years of experience as a teacher and instructional coach, his thoughtful and imaginative classroom accommodations will help teachers succeed with advanced students, struggling students, English language learners, and students across the multiple intelligences spectrum.  A thorough and practical guide, Differentiation: From Planning to Practice also provides an overview of the cognitive science behind differentiation as well as a more than two-dozen tools that make differentiation doable in the classroom. 

	DO I REALLY HAVE TO TEACH READING?  Cris Tovani.  (2004). Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571103765. 

Building on the experiences gained in her own language arts classroom as well as those of colleagues in different disciplines, Cris Tovani, author of I Read It, but I Don't Get It, takes on the challenge of helping students apply reading comprehension strategies in any subject. In Do I Really Have to Teach Reading?, Cris shows how teachers can expand on their content expertise to provide instruction students need to understand specific technical and narrative texts. The book includes examples of modelling the reading process, ideas for supplementing and enhancing the use of required textbooks, detailed descriptions of specific strategies taught in context, examples showing how reading instruction varies according to content, samples of student work, guides designed to help students recognize and capture their thinking in writing while reading; guidance on assessing students; and tips for balancing content and reading instruction.

	GOING WITH THE FLOW: How to Engage boys (and girls) in their literacy learning.  Michael W. Smith & Jeffrey D. Wilhelm.  (2006).  Pearson.  ISBN 978-0325006437.
In this book, Smith and Wilhelm draw on research from their previous book, (Reading Don't Fix No Chevys). They share new and powerful ways to present classroom-tested units, lessons, and activities that build strong literacy habits in adolescent boys and girls, motivating them to read and write and keeping them involved in literacy learning.  Going with the Flow fully illustrates the authors’ approach to designing and sequencing instruction, from developing activities that prepare students for success before they are even given assignments to fostering meaningful classroom discussions. Smith and Wilhelm provide a succinct summation of their research to get you started, then give you classroom transcripts, lesson-planning tips, and strategies for interacting with students to help you implement their ideas. 

	GUIDING READERS THROUGH TEXT.  Wood, Karen D.; Lapp, Diane; Flood, James; & Taylor, D. Bruce.  (2008).  Newark, DE: International Reading Association.  ISBN 978-0872-076815.

Discover how to use strategy guides and their integrative, active approach to learning to help your students achieve better comprehension.  The guides take readers through texts by way of question sets, graphic organizers, and activities that engage them in literal, interpretative, and evaluative thinking.  The guides are ideal to use in K-12 classrooms with texts of any kind in any content area.  The new edition has updated guides for use with traditional printed texts; audio, video, digital, and multimedia texts; as well as other information sources like field trips, artifacts, or classroom experiments.


	I READ IT BUT I DON’T GET IT: Comprehension strategies for adolescent readers.  Cris Tovani.  (2000).  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571100894.
I Read It, but I Don't Get It is a practical, engaging account of how teachers can help adolescents develop new reading comprehension skills.  Cris Tovani is an accomplished teacher and staff developer who writes with verve and humor about the challenges of working with students at all levels of achievement - from those who have mastered the art of "fake reading" to college-bound juniors and seniors who struggle with the different demands of content-area textbooks and novels.  Enter Cris' classroom, a place where students are continually learning new strategies for tackling difficult text. You will be taken step-by-step through practical, theory-based reading instruction that can be adapted for use in any subject area. The book features include a “What Works” section in each of the last seven chapters that offers simple ideas you can immediately employ in your classroom, and appendices with reproducible materials.

	IMPROVING ADOLESCENT LITERACY:  Content area strategies at work.  Fisher, Douglas, & Frey, Nancy.  (2004).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.  ISBM 978-0-13-236876-6.

This book provides classroom-proven strategies to improve middle and secondary students’ comprehension in content areas.  Eight strategies are described: anticipatory activities, read-alouds/shared reading, questioning, notetaking/ notemaking, graphic organizers, vocabulary instruction, writing to learn, and reciprocal teaching.  Classroom scenarios are followed by a research-based rationale for each strategy, an in-depth look at implementing the strategy, and examples of each strategy across the curriculum.  A new focus in each chapter on English learners and new features examining struggling readers give you insight to support these learners.

	READING DON’T FIX NO CHEVYS: Literacy in the lives of young men.  Michael W.  Smith & Jeffrey D. Wilhelm.  (2002).  Pearson.  ISBN 978-0867095098.
Through a variety of creative research methods and an extended series of interviews with 49 young men in middle and high school who differ in class, race, academic achievement, kind of school, and geography, Michael Smith and Jeff Wilhelm identified the factors that motivated these young men to become accomplished in the activities they most enjoyed - factors that marked the boys' literate activities outside of school, but were largely absent from their literate lives in school. Building their findings on their understanding of the powerful and engaging experiences boys had outside of school, the authors discuss why boys embrace or reject certain ways of being literate, how boys read and engage with different kinds of texts, and what qualities of texts appeal to boys. Throughout, the authors highlight the importance of choice, the boys' need to be shown how to read, the cost of the traditional teaching of difficult canonical texts, and the crucial place of meaningful social activity. Their study questions the way reading and literature are typically taught and suggests powerful alternatives to traditional instruction. 

	READING FOR UNDERSTANDING: A guide to improving reading in middle and high school classrooms.  Ruth Schoenback, Cynthia Greenleaf, Christine Cziko, Lori Hurwitz.  (1999).  Jossey-Bass.  ISBN 978-0787950453.
Reading for Understanding addresses the difficulty many middle and high school students have with reading and understanding academic texts.  Written fro content-area teachers in secondary schools, this guidebook shows teachers how they can create classroom “reading apprenticeships” to help students build reading comprehension skills and relate what they read to a larger knowledge base.  It also discusses the strategies and support systems needed to implement and evaluate reading apprenticeship programs throughout a school.

	

	SUBJECTS MATTER: Every teacher’s guide to content-area reading.  Harvey Daniels & Steven Zemelman.  (2004).  Pearson.  ISBN 978-0325005959.
Lively, practical and irreverent, Subjects Matter points the way to activities and materials that energize content and engage students across all subject areas.  The book features 23 practical classroom activities that help students understand and remember what they read, in mathematics, science, social studies, English, and more: a tough analysis of today's textbooks, along with specific ways to use them more effectively; a new "balanced diet" of reading, including 150 real books of interest to teenage readers; instructions for growing a rich classroom library in your subject area; plans for setting up student book clubs and reading groups in any discipline; group-building techniques that create a productive community of readers; a do-it-yourself exploration of the ways smart readers think; models for developing ambitious thematic units within your classroom or with colleagues; special help and materials for students who struggle; scientific proof that the book's recommended activities do improve reading and learning.

	USING METACOGNITIVE ASSESSMENTS TO CREATE INDIVIDUALIZED READING INSTRUCTION.  Israel, Susan E.  (2007).  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.  ISBN 978-0-87207-621-1.

This book supplies you with easy access to different types of metacognitive assessments – assessments that reveal students’ own thinking about the reading process and their use of before-, during-, and after-reading strategies.  You’ll also learn how to use the results of these assessments to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of your students’ reading abilities and to create more effective individualized reading instruction.  The assessment tools provided can easily be incorporated into your existing curriculum and assessment measures.


WRITING
	100 QUICKWRITES: Fast and effective freewriting exercises.  Linda Rief.  (2003). Teaching Resources.  ISBN 978-0439458771. 
A collection of poems and short passages, perfect for middle school. Teachers will be amazed at what students can write in 2-3 minutes. A quick and effective way to share models of strong writing and to get students writing and thinking.  Linda Rief is a full-time language arts teacher and an instructor in the University of New Hampshire’s Summer Literacy Institute and Northeastern University’s Summer Institute. She is the author of Seeking Diversity: Language Arts with Adolescents and Vision and Voice: Extending the Literacy Spectrum.


	BRINGING GRAMMAR TO LIFE.   Dean, Deborah.  (2008).  Newark, DE: International Reading Association.  ISBN 978-0-87207-624-2.

Dean focuses on using everyday sources from textbooks to advertisements to incorporate an integrated approach to grammar instruction in your classroom, bringing grammar to life for your students.  Five chapters deal with five aspects of grammar (traditional, editing, usage, language change, and rhetorical);  how grammar can be integrated with reading and writing;  effective teaching for English language learners and testing; and preparing, planning and assessing an integrated approach to teaching grammar.


	EVERYDAY EDITING.  Jeff Anderson.  (2007).  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571107091.
Are editing and revision meaningful parts of the writing process in your classroom, or just a hunt for errors with a 50/50 chance of getting it right -- comma or no comma?  Instead of rehearsing errors and drilling students on what's wrong with a sentence, Jeff invites students to look carefully at their writing along with mentor texts, and to think about how punctuation, grammar, and style can be best used to hone and communicate meaning.  Written in Jeff's characteristically witty style, this refreshing and practical guide offers an overview of his approach to editing within the writing workshop as well as ten detailed sets of lessons covering everything from apostrophes to serial commas. These lessons can be used throughout the year to replace Daily Oral Language or error-based editing strategies with a more effective method for improving student writing. 

	LESSONS THAT CHANGE WRITERS.  Nancie Atwell.  (2002). Pearson.  ISBN 978-0867095067.
In Lessons That Change Writers, Nancie has narrowed and deepened her conversation with teachers, to focus on the minilesson as a vehicle for helping students improve their writing. She shares over a hundred of these writing lessons which are described by her students as “the best of the best.” The lessons fall into the following four categories that provide the structure for this book: 

· Lessons about Topics: ways to develop ideas for pieces of writing that will matter to writers and to their readers 
· Lessons about Principles of Writing: ways to think and write deliberately to create literature 
· Lessons about Genre: in which we observe and name the ways that good free verse poems, formatted poetry, essays, short stories, memoirs, thank-you letters, profiles, parodies, and book reviews work 
· Lessons about Conventions: what readers'' eyes and minds have been trained to expect, and how marks and forms function to give writing more voice and power and to make reading predictable and easy. 



	MECHANICALLY INCLINED: building grammar, usage, and style into writer's workshop.  Jeff Anderson.  (2005).  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571104120.
Mechanically Inclined is the culmination of years of experimentation that merges the best of writer's workshop elements with relevant theory about how and why skills should be taught. It connects theory about using grammar in context with practical instructional strategies, explains why kids often don't understand or apply grammar and mechanics correctly, focuses on attending to the “high payoff,” or most common errors in student writing, and shows how to carefully construct a workshop environment that can best support grammar and mechanics concepts. Jeff emphasizes four key elements in his teaching:  short daily instruction in grammar and mechanics within writer's workshop; using high-quality mentor texts to teach grammar and mechanics in context; visual scaffolds, including wall charts, and visual cues that can be pasted into writer's notebooks;  regular, short routines, like “express-lane edits,” that help students spot and correct errors automatically.
STRATEGIC SPELLING: Moving beyond word memorization in the middle grades.  Jonathan Wheatley.  (2005).  IRA.  ISBN 978-0872075597.
No word-list memorization here! Instead, you’ll discover classroom-tested, research-based strategies for teaching spelling in a way that reflects how middle school students actually learn — by using spelling strategies and recognizing language patterns.  You can use this wealth of strategies, activities, and ideas to teach your students to notice and exploit language patterns, think about why words are spelled in particular ways, develop concrete spelling strategies that can be used across the curriculum, and learn spelling concepts in fun, interactive, and engaging ways.


	TEACHING ADOLESCENT WRITERS.  Kelly Gallagher.  (2006). Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1571104229.
From the requirements of standardized tests to those of the wired workplace, the ability to write well, once a luxury, has become a necessity. In Teaching Adolescent Writers, Kelly Gallagher shows how students can be taught to write effectively. Kelly shares a number of classroom-tested strategies that enable teachers to: 
· understand the importance of teaching writing; 
· motivate young writers; 

· see the importance modeling plays in building young writers (modeling from both the teacher and from real-world text); 

· understand how providing choice elevates adolescent writing (and how to allow for choice within a rigorous curriculum); 

· help students recognize the importance of purpose and audience; 

· assess essays in ways that drive better writing performance.


	WRITE TO LEARN SCIENCE.  Tierney, Bob & Dorroh, John.  (2004).  Arlington, VA: NSTA Press.  ISBN 978-0-87355-246-6.

Write to Learn Science focuses on building trust and tapping students’ creativity, allowing them to express science concepts in their own words.  The practical techniques presented were developed by two actual high school teachers to help actual students comprehend science concepts.  The book offers options for managing writing evaluations without becoming swamped with paperwork and includes a section on portfolio assessment.  
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