Oral Language Resources

Abbott, Colleen & Godinho, Sally.  (2004).  Speak, Listen, and Learn: Building Speaking, Discussion, and Presentation Skills in Every Classroom. Pembroke.  ISBN 1-55138-177-X.


This remarkable book explores all aspects of oral language through innovative strategies that address the true nature of collaborative inquiry.  Activities encourage students to “think out loud” as they work to shape their ideas with others.  Students learn to respect and rely on each other for stimulating ideas, thought-provoking suggestions, and meaningful insights.  They consider not only what they are thinking, but also why they are thinking it as they explore the dynamics of listening and speaking.  More than fifty activities are divided into four units:  Tuning In, Tell Me the Story, So What’s New? and Let Me Change Your Mind.

Dewsbury, Alison.  (1994). Oral Language: Resource Book.  Education Department of Western Australia.  ISBN 0-13-197232-4.
Donohue, Lisa.  (2007). Guided Listening.  Stenhouse.  ISBN 978-1-55138-219-7.

Guided Listening illustrates how teachers can champion purposeful listening and help students better understand their language strengths and needs. It offers a practical framework that shows the value of recording and sharing the ideas of others; provides opportunities to identify the norms and conventions associated with oral language; and frees students to listen more attentively, organize their responses, and watch for the subtle cues that are an important part of listening.  The strategies in this practical book involve students in analyzing and synthesizing information, making inferences and predictions while listening, and transferring these skills to their independent reading and learning.

Education Department of Western Australia.  (1998). Oral Language: Developmental Continuum.  ISBN 0-13-197231-6.

Designed to accompany the First Steps professional development courses, this book provides a diagnostic framework to map students' development in oral language.

Fitch, Sheree & Swartz, Larry.  (2008).  The Poetry Experience: Choosing and Using Poetry in the Classroom.  Pembroke.  ISBN 978-1-55138-223-4.
This playful 32-page flip book explores all aspects of poetry — from guidelines and an overview of poetic forms to the Top Ten lists of various poetry favorites. Handy reproducible masters are also provided which include a poetry timetable, ten questions to ask about any poem, an observation checklist for teachers, and a personal poetry inventory for students.  From questions and short activities to full classroom events, this engaging book focuses on both reading and writing poetry, and on experiencing poetry both on the page and read aloud. Extensive lists of poets and books ensure that every reader will find personal favorites to celebrate. 

Holbrook, Sara.  (2002).  Wham! It’s a Poetry Jam: Discovering Performance Poetry. Boyds Mills Press.  ISBN 1-59078-011-6.

A guide to performing poetry alone and in groups; includes guidelines to set up poetry-performance contests.

Holbrook, Sara & Salinger, Michael.  (2006). Outspoken! How to improve writing and speaking skills through poetry performance.  Heinemann. ISBN 13: 978-0-325-00965-0.

Performance poetry is an effective vehicle for helping students meet language arts standards. It works in any setting, and with Outspoken! you'll learn how the spoken word can rev up the energy in your classroom while achieving your curricular goals.  Poeteducators Sara Holbrook and Michael Salinger take you through the process of developing, implementing, and assessing poetry performance - and beyond. Beginning with ideas for encouraging even the most reluctant students to speak clearly and write from the heart, this handbook uses familiar workshop structures to guide young poets toward vibrant completed pieces and an exciting, dynamic delivery. With lessons involving memoir, metaphor, character, point of view, and articulation, you'll find a fully realized unit that's as enjoyable to teach as it is to learn and that's full of specific advice on assessing the writing, Outspoken! comes with a DVD that contains Outspoken: Playhouse Square Center's Slam-U Program, a documentary that chronicles Salinger and his students as they prepare to compete in a national poetry slam, demonstrating what student performance poetry looks like up close and the positive effect it has on students' lives and learning.

McKnight, Katherine S. & Scruggs, Mary.  (2008). The Second City Guide to Improv in the Classroom.  Jossey-Bass.  ISBN 978-0-7879-9650-5.

Most people know The Second City as an innovative school for improvisation that has turned out leading talents such as Alan Arkin, Bill Murray, Stephen Colbert, and Tina Fey. This groundbreaking company has also trained thousands of educators and students through its Improvisation for Creative Pedagogy program, which uses improv exercises to teach a wide variety of content areas and boost skills that are crucial for student learning: listening, teamwork, communication, idea-generation, vocabulary, and more. 

Miyata, Cathy.  (2001).  Speaking Rules!  Classroom Games, Exercises, and Activities for Creating Masterful Speakers, Presenters, and Storytellers.  Pembroke.  ISBN 1-55138-132-X.

This practical book is a wonderful collection of inspirational ideas to help students overcome their fear of public speaking and flourish in front of an audience. You will find an abundance of classroom-tested games and exercises, as well as step-by-step suggestions for games writing great speeches, ready-to-copy sheets for assessment, and simple prompts for student reflection. Rich in anecdotes and inspiration, Speaking Rules! will help you make oral language an important, fundamental, and fun part of language learning.

Resnick, Lauren B. & Snow, Catherine.  (2009).  Speaking and Listening for Preschool Through Third Grade. International Reading Association. ISBN 978-0-87207-769-0.

Explore the knowledge and skills young children should have as they progress along the continuum of oral language growth. This book and accompanying DVD explain and demonstrate what children can be expected to do in the areas of speaking and listening habits, kinds of talk and resulting genres, and language use and conventions.  Speaking and Listening for Preschool Through Third Grade will encourage you to make your classroom a noisy place, full of rich conversation about ideas, opinions, stories, school subjects, and language itself a place where spoken words are at the heart of a community of teaching and learning.

Smith, Patricia G. Ed.  (2000).  Talking Classrooms: Shaping Children’s Learning Through Oral Language Instruction.  International Reading Association.  ISBN 978-0-87207-278-7.

The previous role of students as passive consumers of knowledge has been redefined through active discussion in today's more democratic classrooms. However, the actions and attitudes of teachers are still paramount in keeping student talk lively, focused, and challenging.   The theoretical foundations for the changes in classroom talk are examined in the first several chapters, and then applied in practical situations in a variety of classroom activities. Through a wide assortment of vignettes and transcripts, the authors demonstrate the changing nature of children's talk in the writing circle, reading conference, ESL classroom, and round-table discussion. Suggestions are provided in the form of activities that will encourage children's creative talk, and new ideas are offered for the assessment of this quick-changing form of communication and learning. 

The following books are suggested by Verena Foxx, ESL Consultant, VSB (2009).

Crystal, David.  (2003). The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the English Language.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 0-521-59655-6.

This large, lively, and lavishly illustrated volume is divided into six broad topics that cover the English language's history, vocabulary, grammar, writing and speech systems, usage, and acquisition. The clear and spirited text is stunning, enhanced with over 500 illustrations, making this a particularly rich reference work and a browser's dream. The history part consists of chronological chapters that trace the language's development. Crystal is attuned to the diversity of English usage around the world, providing a variety of wide-ranging quotations, photographs, newspaper clippings, poems, ads, and cartoons. The text treats controversial topics such as black English, word and place origins, regional English, dialect, the U.S. movement to make English the official language, politically correct language, and the future. The book's layout, three indexes, and glossary will make it useful both at the reference desk and in the circulating collection. 

Engkent, Lucia Pietrusiak & Bardy, Karen P.  (1986).  Take Part – Speaking Canadian English, 2nd Ed. Prentice-Hall Canada.  ISBN 0-13-882275-1.

Graham, Carolyn.  (1986).  Small Talk – More Jazz Chants. Oxford University Press.  ISBN 0-19-434220-4.

This is a collection of jazz chants, recorded with live music by world-famous jazz musicians, designed to practice useful language functions.

Hadfield, Jill & Charles.  (2000). Simple Listening Activities.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN 0-19-442168-6.

This book contains 30 activities at elementary level, complete with ideas for boardwork and pictures teachers can copy. All the activities are simple and adaptable. They are particularly well-suited to classrooms where there are few resources apart from a board, paper, and pens - and of course the teacher and learners themselves.
LinguiSystems.  (2004).  No Glamour Language: Elementary and No Glamour Language: Middle School.  ISBN 1-8-9876543.

These books of activities give students the opportunity to have some fun while they practice and learn key language skills. They save you time by compiling a multitude of language activities covering key areas into one big book and keep you accountable by covering all the essential language skills on your students.  These activities are guaranteed to prepare your students for life in our complex world and boost their scores on standardized tests as well.

Richards, Jack C.  (2003). Basic Tactics for Listening.  Oxford University Press.  ISBN 0-19-434587-4.

A comprehensive course in listening skills.
Steinberg, Jerry.  (1992).  Games Language People Play. Dominie Press Pippin Publishing Ltd.  ISBN 0-88751-0175-5.  Available on line.

There are 110 games in all, ranging in level from Beginners to Advanced. Each game carries an indication of the language skill or combination of skills being employed—reading, writing, listening, speaking—and the optimal group size, from as few as 10 students to games suitable for classes of unlimited size. The game's instructional objective (for example vocabulary expansion), the materials needed, a full description and additional suggestions are all provided.  All that remains is for you and your class to enjoy the wonderfully creative ideas that Jerry Steinberg has put into book form for you.

Ur, Penny.  (1981). Discussions that Work, Task-centred fluency practice.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 0-521-28169-5.

How can you make a discussion really work? What sort of activities produce genuine and enthusiastic exchanges of ideas? How can you prepare such exercises quickly and easily? These are some of the questions that Discussions that Work sets out to answer. The first part provides some general guidelines on the organisation of successful task-centred activities. The second part consists of some fifty practical examples which have been tried and found effective in the classroom. They range from fairly simple to complex and sophisticated, and can thus be used with a wide range of learners, from elementary to the most advanced, in both secondary and adult education.

Ur, Penny & Wright, Andrew.  (1992). Five Minute Activities, A resource book of short activities.  Cambridge University Press.  ISBN 0-521-39781-2. Available on-line. 

Five Minute Activities is a collection of over 100 ideas for the foreign language classroom, all of which can be used effectively with little or no preparation. The collection offers established activities and introduces many new ones. The activities can vary pace and content, provide transitions, and otherwise contribute to the "well-orchestrated" lesson; give an opportunity for brief review and practice of vocabulary or grammar; help students and teacher to get to know each other; and offer extra material when a teacher has to fill in for a colleague at short notice. Though many of the activities are enjoyable and game-like, they are not mere "fillers" but genuine language-learning procedures, whose use can contribute significantly to the learning value of lessons and to the interest and enjoyment of students. The activities can be used at various levels of proficiency. 

The scores of ready-to-use exercises offered here can be used to teach a wide variety of subjects—including language arts, math, science, and social studies—as well as to build classroom community and develop cooperative learning skills. All of the lessons are linked to current national standards for the United States and Canada, and have been proven particularly effective with kinesthetic learners and students with attention difficulties. 
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